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This grand rounds presentation will discuss recent developments in psychiatric ethics with an 
emphasis on third-party duties and evolving standards of care including issues related to 
foreseeability, the duty to warn and the scope of the physician-patient relationship.  In particular, 
the talk will focus on the implications of three major contemporary cases:  Safer v. Pack (New 
Jersey, 1996), Volk v. DeMeerler (Washington, 2016) and Warren v. Dinter (Minnesota, 2019).  
Each of these cases has the potential to reshape the daily practice of psychiatry and raise 
unsettling ethical challenges. 

Learning Objectives:  
 

• Participants will be able to explain recent developments in the field of third-party duties and identify the major 
recent cases in the field. 

• Participants will be able to apply the principles of three major cases (Safer, Volk, Warren) to their daily 
psychiatric practice 

• Participants will be able to give examples of the specific advantages and dangers of the standards of care 
adopted in the cases of Safer v. Pack, Volk v. DeMeerler and Warren v. Dinter 

 

Silver Hill Hospital is accredited by the Connecticut State Medical Society to  
sponsor continuing medical education for physicians. Silver Hill Hospital designates  

this live activity for a maximum of 1.5 AMA PRA Category I Credits™. Physicians should  
only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity. 

 
This program has been approved for Continuing Education Credit Hours by the  
National Association of Social Workers, CT and meets the continuing education  

criteria for CT Social Work Licensure renewal. Approval also meets the  
continuing education criteria for CT LMFTs, LPCs, and licensed psychologists. 

 

 

To register please email events@silverhillhospital.org 


